ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

judge of ruling upon the evidence that is sub-
mitted, of enforcing discipline in his court, of
charging the jury regarding the method in
which they shall make their decision, is often
a determining, factor in the case.

Moreover, in many cases which affect pro-
foundly the moral and social welfare of the
community, our probate courts determine the
interpretation of laws and the settlement of
estates, a line of business which brings men
into close relations with social affairs of the
most intimate type. The will of the testator
may well be thwarted by the interpretation of
the court, or the will of a man who has died
perfectly sane may be set aside on some slight
technicality, or again the court may decide
that a man who had ordinarily been considered
of sound mind was insane or irresponsible at
the time that he made his will. It is difficult
to imagine cases in which the legislature or the
executive could come into more intimate per-
sonal contact with the affairs of the people
than do the judges of the probate courts in
their routine work.
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